Measured Sewer Use With a Minimum Charge.
For a commercial business with a strength factor of 1.00 the first 10 units of water have a charge of $66.00 (the minimum).

Situation 1 -- If there were 12 units of use the charge would be 10 at a flat rate of $66.00 plus 2 units at a rate of $7.50 each or $15.00 for a total of $81.00.

Situation 2 – For a strength factor of 2.00 the charge is set up as $66.00 for the first 10 units plus $15.00 for each unit in excess of the first 10.  A strength factor of 2 means the sewage places twice the waste load on the sewage treatment plant as compared with waste having a strength factor of 1.00.  Therefore, the first 10 units should be charged at $132.00 as the minimum (twice the strength factor 1.00 rate).
Situation 3 – If there were 12 units of use the current charge would be $66.00 for the first 10 units plus 2 units at a rate of $15.00 each or $30.00 for a total of $96.00.  The revised charge would be $132.00 for the first 10 units plus 2 units at $15.00 each or $30.00 for a total of $162.00 (a 68.75% increase over the way sewer service is currently being charged).

If this analysis is correct, all commercial accounts having a strength factor greater than 1.00 are being charged incorrectly.  The higher the number of units used above the first 10 the lower the impact of the change.  The smaller the number of units used above the 10 minimum, the larger the impact (% increase).
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